
THE CELEBRATIONS OF THE CORONATION OF
QUEEN VICTORIA IN 1837
The Malt Kiln at Church Farm, owned by Mr Key was decorated with �owers, banners and �ags. A tea was provided for a� the 
parishioners with bread and bu�er for the women and children. The men and boys over 14 were given beer, bread and cheese. 
A�er the feast everyone moved to the �eld below the Malt Kiln for sports and then dancing took place until 9pm in the Malt Kiln. 
Fiddles were played by John Frost and Thomas Brown. At the end the women were provided with more refreshment and the 
children were presented with medals.

THE DIAMOND JUBILEE OF QUEEN VICTORIA
– JUNE 1897
Planning began on the 7th April when a vi�age meeting was held in the 
schoolhouse. Funds of £25 3s 6d were raised from the vi�agers and spent on beer 
and bread, bu�er and meat, tea and sugar, 50lbs of cake, material for �ags, a 
fund for the bon�re and for games. £2 was set aside to be divided between the 
poor of the parish.

At 10.30am on Sunday the 20th June a procession took place through the vi�age 
led by the Everdon Brass Band who were fo�owed by the churchwardens, and 
then the choir, the commi�ee, the club with regalia, children with banners and 
�na�y the residents. Some 300 people took part before a�ending church. The 
be�s were pealed regularly throughout the day by the six Osbornes, Wi�iam, 
Aaron, Thomas, Edward, James and Frederick.

On Monday the 21st June, vi�agers were asked to decorate the vi�age with �ags 
and garlands and the tent was erected. It was made from wooden sca�olding and 
covered with rick covers lent by the farmers. It was 90 feet by 20 feet. Flags and 
banners festooned the vi�age and the poets were amply represented on the 
banners including:

Mr T Frost  “True and loyal to our �een
 Are we who live on Newnham Green”
Mr R Frost  “So true a band in a� the land
 There ne’er hath been seen
 And Newnham folk sha� take the cake
 Newnham folk the record break 
 For loyalty to our �een

On the 22nd June the fu� festivities began with the pealing of the be�s at 5.30am! 
In the morning there was a cricket match, married v single men, and then at 
midday the Jubilee Marriage of Albert Edward and Elizabeth Burt. At 2.00pm the 
string band began to play and at 2.30pm everyone arrived at the tent on Be�s 
Field, (now Coronation Road). The children were given tea on the vi�age green, 
and received commemorative mugs and medals, sweets and coppers. The 
le�-over bread was distributed to the poor the fo�owing day. The sports then 
began with tug-of-war, egg and spoon and sack races plus a variety of
running races. 
At 9.30pm the residents headed to the bon�re on Newnham Hi� which was to be 
lit along with a� bon�res across the nation at 10.00pm. The �eld had been lent 
by Mr Burnham. The bon�re was built to a height and diameter of 30 feet and 
was lit by Major Wi�oughby, Town Clerk of Daventry who had to scale a ladder 
to do so. The band then played the National Anthem and the crowd gave three 
cheers for the �een. From the Hi� 40 bon�res could be seen stretching across 
the county. When the vi�agers returned to The Green it was a mass of coloured 
lights and the houses were a� i�uminated.
It is recounted that such was the excitement a�er the celebrations that no work 
was done for the rest of the week.

THE CORONATION OF QUEEN ELIZABETH II
In 1953 the Coronation of �een Elizabeth II was once again a moment of great celebration throughout the vi�age with food, 
fancy dress and Morris dancing.

Anne Rusha� reca�s Coronation Day, 2nd June 1953 in 2022. “There was excitement leading up to the day. The vi�age looked 
good. People had decorated their houses - one in Perkins Way had a mast in the front garden and �ags to resemble the bow of a 
ship. The day was wet, very wet at times. They ca�ed it �een’s Weather in later years as major events involving Her Majesty 
o�en seemed to endure similar conditions. Our family had no TV but were fortunate to be invited into a friend’s house to see the 
ceremony on their TV - sma� screen with a magni�er - black and white of course. There were huge crowds in London, cheering 
and waving �ags. Events in the vi�age took place in the a�ernoon. Many Newnham folk turned out and the Fancy Dress was we� 
supported by both children and adults. It was a� good fun and thoroughly enjoyed. Children were presented with a souvenir 
Coronation mug funded I think by the vi�age”.  

THE GOLDEN JUBILEE 2002
A variety of events were held to celebrate the Golden Jubilee in 
2002. They began with a Beacon on Lang Hi� on the 3rd June 
including a Barbecue. Funds raised from a ra�e that night helped 
fund a grand picnic on The Green on the 15th June which included a 
tug of war competition involving an impressive 18 teams from 
around the vi�age. Fancy dress was, once again, the order of the day 
and a Pig Roast and Ja� Band concluded the evening. The �nal 
event was a Tea Party in the Vi�age Ha� on the 5th July.

THE PLATINUM JUBILEE OF QUEEN ELIZABETH II – JUNE 2022 
�een Elizabeth II’s extraordinary service of 70 years as monarch encouraged Newnham to, once again, come together
in celebration. 
As the Jubilee weekend approached, many households bedecked their houses with decorations and The Green was ��ed with 
yards and yards of bunting and �ags. The school fences were covered in messages to The �een. A competition for the best 
dressed building was enthusiastica�y supported and �rst prize was awarded to Dunglas House.

Fo�owing tradition, a magni�cent 
bon�re was built on the air�eld at 
the top of Walkers Hi�. The Hodges 
family kindly a�owed the use of 
their land, and a� the wood was 
donated by the vi�agers. On the 2nd 
June “Majesty” was played on the 
bugle before the Beacon was lit at 
9.45pm. The �ames ��ed the sky 
and spectators could see another 
three beacons across the county as 
they ate sausages and burgers on 
what was a beautiful clear night.

On Friday 3rd June our be� ringers rang out a celebration at 11.00am at the start of the National Service of Thanksgiving in 
Westminster Abbey.
On Saturday 4th June the main marquee hosted “The adventures of Mr Toad”, a one man one hour show performed, to the delight 
of some 70 vi�agers, by the ‘Don’t go into the Ce�ar’ theatre company from Flore. 
A�er days of dry and sunny weather the day of the grand vi�age party dawned to rain and lots of it…the famously bad “Majesty” 
weather had returned yet again. It relented in time for 1.00pm when the be� ringers rang out the ca� to The Green and the 
celebrations began. Maria’s Kitchen sold food and drink and a series of sta�s run by the WI, the A�otment Society, the Church, 
the Vi�age Ha� Commi�ee, the Guides, FoNS (Friends of Newnham School) and other volunteers provided food and games.
In the marquee the �rst band, Runaway Mop, provided folk music before the Newnham Cavaliers, a band formed speci�ca�y for 
the event, raised the roof with hits from the seven decades of the �een’s reign. 
A poetry competition to celebrate the �een’s reign included entries from every child in Newnham School. The winning poems 
across the age categories were chosen by Newnham Book Club and were read out, some by the children themselves.
A parade of Crowns graced the dance�oor (won by Emma Ratcli�e) and best cake was chosen by the WI and won by
Jayne Browning.
The Jubilee Jammers took to the stage last, and much dancing took place. 
The weekend was made possible by the hard work and commitment of many, many vi�agers and their reward was the grateful 

Queen Elizabeth II
by Daisy from Bradbury Road
 - Year 5 winning poetry entry

She has been our �een for 70 years,
Living in London, Windsor and Sandringham,

The Majesty is a big part of our country,
Now is her Platinum Jubilee.

We throw a party to celebrate her,
With food, bunting and a parade for a�,

She lights a beacon for us to see,
Shows a message of royalty,
Now is her Platinum Jubilee.

Even though we cannot see her,
She wi� be with us,
On her special day,

Now is her Platinum Jubilee.

Seventy Years
by David Bannerman of Stone House

Seven years old
Twelve-inch TV

A� the neighbours in
Richard Dimbleby

Saucepan on my head
As a crown….

How the years have �own
Seven then…..

Now seventy- seven for me
And for our dear �een

Her Platinum Jubilee

Past to Future
By Carol Berrevoets of Coronation Road

 - Adult winning poem entry
I live in a house where the road is named a�er a far-o� Coronation. 

At the back of my house I look to woods where long ago Kings hunted for deer and
at the front of my house, I look towards a church which was built centuries before that.

Its stone wa�s have witnessed the births and deaths of countless Kings and I reca�
church be�s marking the late �een’s death. 

I live with a man from Newnham who can trace his roots back to the English civil war
where another King lost his head.

I walk past the vi�age ha� where his great grandmother was photographed in her Edwardian clothes
marking another coronation. 

I walk through �elds sti� showing the ridge and furrow 
dug by young men who gave their lives for King and country in too many wars 

and then walk past the war memorial where other young men, who, almost within living memory,
died too for King and country.

I walk past the pub, where inside there is a photo of �een Elizabeth as a young princess 
standing with another Newnham resident from long ago.

I walk past the school which my own children a�ended and reca� them 
running home clutching silver crowns for the �een’s Golden Jubilee,

and now they are grown up and it only seems like yesterday.

I shrug o� a sense of nostalgia while marve�ing at the history that surrounds us 
and how on long summer evenings, with the scent of honeysuckle lingering and bats �ying past

or on autumn evenings when owls are hooting or winter nights when badgers are holed up 
Newnham ghosts seem very near. 

Sti�, I walk to the green in spring to join celebrations for a new King. 
I can hear lambs and the ca� of the green woodpecker  

as wild�owers and green leaves unfurl and bluebe�s carpet 
the �oor of Badby Woods across the �elds.

Another coronation represents fresh beginnings and continuation of cherished tradition.
I look at vi�agers, who, these days, move here from across the country 

and even further a�eld.
I feel optimism and believe that new memories and traditions wi� be made, and a� the time 

the hi�s, the wood and the va�ey wi� bear witness to where we, and our King, have come from 
and where we wi� go. 

ROYAL CELEBRATIONS IN NEWNHAM 1837 – 2023
Newnham has a long and respected history of celebrating royal coronations, weddings and jubilees. Whilst it is believed festivities began before this, the �rst records 

we have date back to the Coronation of �een Victoria in 1837.  The events have been recorded in documents, photographs and testimony including a pamphlet entitled 
A record of the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations at Newnham 1897, wri�en by the Reverend W H Jenkins. 

THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY
The celebrations continued in the new century. A great enthusiasm for fancy dress developed as photographs a�est from the 
Silver Jubilee of King George V in 1935 and the Coronation of George VI in 1937. The latest innovations were, for the Jubilee, 
�reworks at the Ha� and, for the Coronation, a distribution to a� males over 15 of a “3d voucher to be spent at the public house in 
the vi�age”. 

THE SILVER JUBILEE 1977
The weather was kinder on this occasion. Events lasted over a whole long weekend. On Saturday 
4th June there was a fancy-dress parade. The youngest competitors congregated outside 
Hamewyth on School Hi� and the older entrants at the petrol station (now The New Inn). They 
then paraded to the vi�age green for judging by Miss Key and Mrs Hi�. Sports then took place at 
Co�s Meadow on the Badby Road including a rounders match and we�ie throwing. A picnic 
fo�owed on from the sports. The children were again presented with souvenir mugs by Mrs 
Chandos - Pole of Newnham Ha�. On Sunday there was a service of thanksgiving and then on 
Monday 6th June there was a square dance on the vi�age green. 

THE CORONATION OF CHARLES III - 6TH MAY 2023
The sudden loss of �een Elizabeth in September 2022, so soon a�er her Platinum Jubilee meant that, 
sadly, we got to do it a� again rather sooner than we expected. 
On Friday 5th May Newnham School invited vi�age residents to a Coronation celebration. With drink and 
cake in hand, the audience enjoyed poems and singing by the children. 
The King’s Coronation on Saturday 6th May was celebrated by our be� ringers at 11.00am.
On Sunday 7th May the main party was held on The Green which was once again ��ed with marquees.  For 
once glorious weather graced the day and, having been summoned by the be� ringers, from 2.00pm 250 
people were entertained in the main marquee with many, many more si�ing outside. Competitions, 
dancing lessons and live music continued we� into the evening with the event �na�y ending at 10.00pm. 
The Newnham Cavaliers reformed for the event and once again wowed the audience with three sets 
through the a�ernoon. 
The Coronation Poetry competition received some 70 entries from the school children and a few adults. 
Six prizes were awarded by the book club and a� the winning poems were read out to much applause.
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THE MARRIAGE OF PRINCE EDWARD 1861
It is likely there were many celebrations through Victoria’s reign but the only 
other one we have any details of before 1897 is the marriage of The Prince of 
Wales in 1863.
On this occasion events a� took place outside with a meal and then sta�s and 
sports which are detailed in this invitation. 
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THE DIAMOND JUBILEE 2012
“This time the Vi�age Ha� commi�ee organised the day - but got the wrong weather. Two of us had made 
yards and yards (seemed like miles) of red, white and blue bunting to decorate The Green and the Vi�age 
Ha�. Morris dancers were booked. They danced on the road between the two Greens but few people braved 
the weather to watch. We a� got very wet and it was quite cool too. The children’s events included a 
competition for the best miniature garden”.   
Anne Rusha�
There was a beacon again on Newnham Hi� and street parties in Bradbury Road and Coronation 
Road. Meanwhile at the primary school there was a huge street party.

Vi�age clubs and groups once 
again ran some entertaining sta�s. 
The Best Regal Scarecrow award 
went to Newnham Guides, Best 
Royal Costume to Emma Ratcli�e 
and Best Decorated House was won 
by Bibury Co�age. 
Dancing continued we� into the 
night with Field Jammers 
providing the last of the live music.
Many, many, volunteers made our 
second party in less than a year a 
huge success and saw Newnham 
give King Charles III a fantastic 
welcome as our new King. 


